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US History & Government       Regents Review Topics 
          Unit 2: Constitutional Foundations 
 

Key Topics in Unit 2: 
1. Early English settlements (1607), the colonists’ experiences, colonial slavery, Enlightenment influences 

on the US Constitution. 
2. Various opinions about government discussed and debated by the framers & compromises debated and 

reached to ensure state ratification. 
3. The US Constitution: structure, function, significance 
4. Sectionalism, slavery and the Civil War 

 
Below area series of terms, names, and questions. You should be familiar with the majority of these things. 
 

1. Jamestown Settlement 
2. French & Indian War (1754-1763) 
3. Colonists – who, why, where 
4. Atlantic Slave Trade 
5. Mayflower Compact (1620) 
6. Albany Plan of Union (1754) 
7. Salutary neglect 
8. Stamp Act 
9. First & Second Continental Congress 
10. American revolution 
11. “taxation without representation” 
12. Thomas Paine – Common Sense 
13. Benjamin Franklin 
14. Declaration of Independence 
15. Enlightenment 
16. John Locke 
17. Baron de Montesquieu 
18. Articles of Confederation (1781-1789) 
19. Shays’ Rebellion 
20. Republic 
21. Norwest Ordinance of 1787 
22. Constitutional Convention  

a. Great Compromise 
b. Three-Fifths Compromise 
c. Commerce Compromise 
d. Federalists & Ant-Federalists 
e. James Madison 
f. Alexander Hamilton 

23. Popular Sovereignty 
24. Limited Government 
25. Separation of Powers 
26. Checks and Balances 
27. The Elastic Clause 
28. Unwritten Constitution 
29. Legislative Branch 
30. Executive Branch 
31. Judicial Branch 

32. Electoral College 
33. Bill of Rights – what, why 
34. National bank (Alexander Hamilton) 
35. Whiskey Rebellion - 1794 
36. Alien and Sedition Acts (1798) 
37. Strict/Loose  Constructionists 
38. The Louisiana Purchase – who, why 
39. McCulluch v. Maryland 
40. Gibbons v Ogden 
41. Marbury v Madison 
42. First political parties 

a. Federalists 
b. Democratic-Republicans 

43. War of 1812 
44. Monroe Doctrine (1823) 
45. King Cotton 
46. Life under slavery 
47. Pres. Andrew Jackson 
48. Sectionalism 
49. Removal policies for Native Americans  
50. Trail of Tears 
51. Manifest Destiny 
52. Missouri Compromise 
53. Compromise of 1850 
54. Dred Scott v Sandford  
55. The Civil War – why, when, where 
56. Battles of Antietam, Gettysburg 
57. The Emancipation Proclamation 
58. Robert E. Lee 
59. Ulysses S. Grant 
60. Abraham Lincoln 
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Unit 3 – Industrialization of the United States 
 
Key Topics: 

 Political, social, economic changes resulting from the Civil War. 
 The shift from an agrarian to industrial society – why, how, results 
 Immigration in the 19th and early 20th century – who, why, from where, effects? 

 
 

1. Reconstruction 
a. Lincoln’s plan 
b. Andrew Johnson’s plan 
c. Radical Republicans 
d. Radical Reconstruction 
e. Scalawags and carpetbaggers 
f. 13th Amendment – slavery 
g. 14th Amendment – equal 

protection 
h. 15th Amendment – voting rights 

2. Black Codes 
3. Ku Klux Klan 
4. Poll taxes 
5. Freedmen’s Bureau 
6. Jim Crow Laws 
7. Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) 
8. Booker T. Washington 
9. W.E.B. DuBois 
10. Industrialization 
11. Transcontinental railroad  
12. Sharecroppers & tenant farmers 
13. Monopoly (industry) 
14. Trust 
15. Andrew Carnegie, John D. Rockefeller 
16. Laissez-faire 
17. Free-enterprise system 
18. Social Darwinism 
19. Robber barons 

20. Philanthropists 
21. Munn v Illinois  
22. Wabash, St. Louis $ Pacific Railway Co. 

v Illinois 
23. Interstate Commerce Commission 
24. Sherman Anti-Trust Act 
25. Collective bargaining 
26. Strikes 

a. Great Railway Strike 
b. Haymarket Riot 
c. Homestead Strike 
d. Pullman Strike 

27. Urbanization 
a. Positive and Negative effects 
b. Settlement houses 

28. Immigration – who, from where, why 
effects? 

29. Old immigration – who, why, etc. 
30. New immigration – who, why, where 
31. Ghettos 
32. Nativism 
33. Melting Pot 
34. Dawes Act – 1887 
35. Native Americans and westward 

expansion 
36. Reservations 
37. The Grange 
38. The Populist Party – who, goals 

 
Unit 4 – Progressive Movement and the challenges of industrialization 

 
 
Key topics: 

 The Progressive Movement – who, what, goals, successes/failures, impact 
 
1. Progressives – who, goals 
2. Urban living and working conditions 
3. Muckrakers 
4. The Jungle 

5. Meat Inspection Act 
6. 18th Amendment 
7. Women’s Suffrage Movement 
8. Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
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9. Susan B. Anthony 
10. Booker T. Washington 
11. W.E.B. Du Bois  
12. Anti-Defa,atopm :eagie 
13. Progressive reforms 

a. Secret ballot 
b. Referendum & recall 
c. Direct primary 

14. Theodore Roosevelt  
15. Square Deal 
16. Trust-Busting 
17. Interstate Commerce Commission 
18. Northern Securities Co. v United 

States 
19. 16th Amendment – income tax 
20. 17th Amendment – direct election of 

Senators 
21. 18th Amendment – Prohibition of 

alcohol 
22. Conservationist (Roosevelt) 
23. Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey v. 

United States 
24. Woodrow Wilson & the Underwood 

Tariff Act 

25. Federal Reserve System 
26. Clayton Anti-Trust Act 
27. End of the Progressive Era 
28. American Imperialism 
29. Open Door policy 
30. Matthew Perry and the opening of 

Japan 
31. Gentlemen’s Agreement of 1907 
32. Spanish-American War – cause, 

course, consequence 
33. Roosevelt Corollary 
34. Big Stick Policy 
35. Dollar Diplomacy 
36. Good Neighbor policy 
37. Panama Canal 
38. World War I – causes 
39. Lusitania 
40. Zimmerman Telegram 
41. Espionage and Dedition Acts 
42. Schenck v United States 
43. The Red Scare 
44. Wilson’s Fourteen points 
45. Treaty of Versailles 
46. League of Nations 

 
Unit 5 – Prosperity and Depression, 1917-1940 

 
Key topics: 

 Tensions between rural and urban society in the 1920s 
 Cause, course and consequence of the Great Depression 

 
1. Effects of WWI on women and minorities 
2. Northern migration 
3. Pres. Coolidge – laissez fair policy effects 
4. Stock market speculation 
5. Consumer economy 
6. Growth of suburbs 
7. Flappers 
8. Harlem renaissance 
9. The Jazz Age 
10. Women in the workplace 
11. The Red Scare 
12. Palmer Raids 
13. Sacco & Vanzetti 
14. Immigration quotas 
15. Scopes Monkey Trial 
16. Great Crash – causes 
17. Economic problems in the late 1920s 
18. Pres. Hoover’s response to the Great Crash 
19. Bonus Army 

20. Human impact of the Great Depression 
a. Unemployment 
b. Hoovervilles 
c. Dust Bowl 
d. Radio 

21. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
22. New Deal 
23. Relief, Recovery, Reform 
24. Tennessee Valley Authority 
25. Court-packing plan 
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Unit 6 – The US in an Age of Global Crisis 
Key topics: 

 US foreign policy from isolation after WWI to global involvement. 
 World War II – cause, course and consequence 
 The Cold War – cause, course, consequence 
 Hot spots of the Cold War: Korean, Vietnam 

 
1. Isolationism – what, when, why 
2. Neutrality –what, when, why 
3. Historical connections: 

a. George Washington’s advice 
b. Monroe Doctrine 

4. Totalitarian governments in Europe 
a. Hitler – Nazi Party 
b. Mussolini – Fascist Party 
c. Stalin – Communist Party 
d. Fascism 
e. Communism 

5. Fascism 
6. Communism 
7. Munich Agreement 
8. Appeasement 
9. Lend-Lease Act 
10. Pearl Harbor 
11. Allies 
12. Axis Powers 
13. Winston Churchill 
14. F.D. Roosevelt 
15. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
16. D-Day 
17. Battle of Midway 
18. Battle of the Bulge 
19. Hiroshima and the Atomic Age 

20. Manhattan Project 
21. Holocaust 
22. Final Solution 
23. Nuremberg Trials 
24. Role of American Women during WWII 
25. Rosie the Riveter 
26. Internment camps 
27. Korematsu v. United States 
28. United Nations 
29. US policy of containment 
30. Truman Doctrine 
31. Iron Curtain 
32. Marshall Plan 
33. Berlin Blockade 
34. Berlin Airlift 
35. NATO 
36. Warsaw Pact 
37. European Union 
38. Korean War – cause, course, consequence 
39. Douglas MacArthur 
40. HUAC (House Un-American Activities 

Committee) 
41. Dennis v. United States 
42. Joseph McCarthy 
43. Rosenberg case 

 
 

Unit 7 – The World in Uncertain Times, 1950 – Present 
Key Topics: 

 US as a global force 
 Civil Rights movement in the US 
 Vietnam War 
 US-Soviet relations under Presidents Reagan and Bush 

 
1. Brinkmanship 
2. Space Race & Sputnik 
3. Domino Theory 
4. Eisenhower Doctrine 
5. Peaceful Coexistence 
6. U-2 Incident  

7. Baby boom 
8. Suburbanization 
9. Impact of television and radio 
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10. Civil Rights 
a. The Warren Court 

i. Brown v. Board of Ed. 
b. Little Rock Nine 
c. Montgomery Bus Boycott 
d. Martin Luther King Jr. 
e. Freedom Rides 
f. March on Washington 
g. Civil disobedience 
h. Pres. Kennedy  
i. Pres. Lyndon Johnson 
j. Civil Rights Act of 1964 
k. Voting Rights Act of 1965 
l. Malcom X 
m. Black Power 
n. Women’s rights movement 
o. The Feminine Mystique – Betty 

Friedan 
p. Equal Rights Amendment 
q. Roe v. Wade 
r. Affirmative Action 
s. Feminism 
t. Sexism 
u. Glass ceiling 
v. Regents of the University of 

California v. Bakke 
w. United Farm Workers 
x. Cesar Chavez 
y. American Indian Movement 

z. Americans with Disabilities Act, 
1990 

11. Johnson’s Great Society 
12. Kennedy’s Alliance for Progress 
13. Cuban Missile Crisis 
14. Berlin Wall  
15. Vietnam War 
16. Home front response to Vietnam War 
17. Pres. Nixon 
18. War Powers Act 
19. Détente 
20. Ping-Pong Diplomacy 
21. New Federalism 
22. SALT 
23. Watergate 
24. Pres. Carter 
25. Pres. Reagan 
26. Pres. George H.W. Bush 
27. Pres. Bill Clinton 
28. Pres. George W. Bush 
29. Modern problems 

a. Population growth 
b. Environmental concerns 
c. Terrorism 
d. Energy crisis 

 
 
Review President video guide chart for info 
on modern presidents 

 
 

 

 
 
 


